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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Pastor's Column

Listening to the Holy Spirit

Kinda last minute and in a hurry, last night, I gathered some parishioners
together to respond to a request from the Paulist Fathers HQ. Every four years,
we Paulist Fathers, looking to the signs of the times, discern where the Holy
Spirit is leading us. A representative number of Paulists will gather for a
General Assembly next June 2026 to chart the mission direction for the
upcoming four years and beyond. The work of the General Assembly would not
be complete without hearing from all Paulists and those we serve in our
ministries and parishes. In July, all Paulist Pastors were asked to set up a
Listening Session with parishioners so they might respond to these four
questions:
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1. What experiences of the Paulist Fathers mission and ministry have been most
meaningful or enriching for you and others?(Think of specific moments,
ministries, or people where you’ve seen or felt the Paulist charism in action.
What was meaningful about that experience?)

2. What do you see as challenges or areas of growth for the Paulist Fathers
mission and ministry?(What tensions or limitations might be opportunities for
growth or renewal?)

3. What do you hope the Paulist Fathers will focus on or prioritize in the net four
years?(How might Paulists more faithfully live their mission?)

4. What do you believe the Holy Spirit is saying to the Paulist Fathers today?(Is
there a theme that stays with you as you engage with this process?)

The Listening Session held last night was a great success and notable in
several ways. First, everyone genuinely enjoyed getting together and seeing
each other. The evening had a “back to school” buzz as people reconnected
after the summer vacation season. Secondly, participants were grateful that
the Paulists were including them in their discernment. It was an appreciated
continuation of a “synodal” discernment model we have employed at St. Paul’s
over the last couple of years. Finally, the results were wonderful. I am so
grateful to how thoughtful and engaged our parishioners are. We have
opinions and are not afraid to share them!

Dr. Dave de la Fuente was tasked with synthesizing all the responses to the 4
questions. That will take some time! In the meanwhile, I thought that you would
like to hear some of the responses to question #4:

Continue slaying (my personal favorite)
Heal divisions by creating a community where all are welcome—
especially in a time of great polarization in the country. The Church is not
Jew or Greek, slave or free, liberal or conservative.
Evangelize, be a place of welcome, bring people back to the Church,
continue to be at the forefront of LGBTQ+ ministry, speak louder about
the important role of women in the Church, be a leader in the American
Catholic Church
It’s the women, the women, the women… elevate, empower, and
celebrate them.
Hispanic Ministry that is integrated in the wider parish community.
Explain and interpret the Bible to Americans in a modern, intelligent, open
way!
Expand the meaning of vocation.

I’ll keep you updated on this process. Next up are pre-assembly gatherings
East, West and On-Line in October. There, Paulists and Lay representatives
will hear these reports and make recommendations to next Spring’s General
Assembly. If you’d like to add your voice to those who gathered last night, let
me know! For more information on this and all things Paulists, go to our
website: www.paulist.org.

Together, let’s pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to lead this process, so
that our collective efforts may build the enrich and strengthen our parish and
the Church in America.

Blessings,

http://www.paulist.org


Fr. Eric Andrews, CSP
Pastor, St. Paul the Apostle

Upcoming Events







MONTHLY BOOK CLUB
RESCHEDULED

Don't miss your chance to gab about this month's nail-biting page-turner from
Daniel Silva! Our discussion of "An Inside Job" has been rescheduled to
September 10th, at 6:30PM -- we hope to see you there!







Cardinal Timothy Dolan has called for a second collection on Sunday,
September 14th to support the work of the Catholic Near East Welfare
Association and Catholic Relief Services in Gaza. Please contribute what you
can to help deliver humanitarian aid and pastoral care during this ongoing
tragedy. Thank you for your generosity.



Our annual OCIA process resumes this Fall with our inquiry phase, which we
call our Come and See program. This is a great program for spiritual seekers
and those who are curious about Catholicism.

We will meet regularly on Sundays beginning on September 7 at 11:30 and
explore what it means to be Catholic today. To learn more, contact Dr. Dave at
david.de.la.fuente@stpaultheapostle.org.

mailto:david.de.la.fuente@stpaultheapostle.org






Click Here for Interest Form

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/141OvxvZeE8a1Hj0qqHtZDVoO7Nm1moZt1aQ0KXunMOs/viewform


Parish Donations



Holy Humor

See More

Prayer Requests

https://stpaultheapostle.org/holy-humor/


Grant eternal rest   to Stephani Joy Katechis, Emilia Hernandez Pabon, Dr.
Robert K. Eschenauer, Liza Monette David, Robert Nilles, Sr. Angela
Stodolski, S.C., Olivia Besteiro , Thomas R. Hessel, Nicholas P. O'Neill, Marian
A Milne, Daniel Wilson, Lorraine Bucalo, Cullen Holt Creel, John Henry Paige,
and Marco Pievani.

Grant health and healing    to Paula Ryan, Maureen Belsito, Luke Janke, Dee
Tomeo, Valerie Bosco, Tony Micakaj, Liza David, Paul Schmittner, Rev.
Ronald Yarrosh , Jayne Boccuzzi, Donnie Strickland, Michael Conner, Rudy
Alamia, Kathryn Sanders, Christopher Henderson , Lucy Gbile, Francela
Lopez, Denise Abady, Albert Besteiro, Shay Gavin, Daniel, Linda and Nathan
Wilson, Mary Dare, Kathleen Friel, Yvonne Beatrice, Mary Dare and Luz Maria
Baquera, Christopher Ryan Asencio, Luke Nedza, the people of Palestine,
Gaza & the Middle East, Jerry Ward, Albert Besteiro, Marilyn, Cheney,
Judy Britt, and Diane Sheedy.

Grant peace and well-being to Marcine Stephenson, Tessa Grace, Mariana de
los Angeles Sevcek, Marcine Stephenson , Antoinette Cinturati, Patrick
Brennan, Leonardo Canas, Keon Whyte, Marguerite Zohni, Neil Sussman,
Baby Elias, Neil Sussman, Catherene Baker, and Jean Blackwell, Fr. Samuel
Perrins, Tim Dillon, Gail & Tom Santner, and John Altez.

Have someone you would like our parish to pray for? You can submit prayer
requests through our online form below. The names in your intentions will be
shared with the parish here and will remain in our virtual newsletter one month
after submission.

Click the button below to fill out our prayer request form:

Submit Your Prayer



Requests

Mass Intentions

Parish Information

Church Hours

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday - Friday
7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Wednesday
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Saturday
8:30 AM - 6:30 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 6:30 PM

Mass Schedule

Daily Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

7:30 AM and 12:10 PM
Wednesday

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZB6tgE_v5pWaKy5XuG5soajC-5UFEAQzTdSbcxzyaJdhCZw/viewform


7:30 AM, 12:10 PM, and 6:30 PM
Saturday
8:30AM

Sunday Mass
Saturday

5:00 PM (Vigil)
Sunday

8:00 AM - Mass Without Music
10:00 AM - Mass With St. Paul's Choir
12:30 PM - Misa con Coro en Español
5:00 PM - Mass With Inspirit Ensemble

Make a Gift to St. Paul's

You may be away for the summer, but our bills aren't going anywhere! Help us
keep the air conditioning running and our ministries flourishing by showing your
support to St. Paul's.

Your support is the primary way that we can continue to serve the people of of
our parish - we've put some information below about how you can give back if
you are able to. Please remember that you can have your donations go directly
to the ministry of your choice!

To donate online go to stpaultheapostle.org and click on "Make a Donation" in
the top right corner. Please remember that you can have your donations go
directly to the ministry of your choice!

Or with the Faith Direct Text-TO-GIVE platform, you can text a donation to
make a quick gift to help support The Church of St. Paul the Apostle.

http://www.stpaultheapostle.org/donate


Just text NY539 to the number (646) 859-1860 to enroll.

You can also find us on Venmo. Just scan the QR code above, or search for
@stpaulsnyc to donate now!

https://account.venmo.com/u/stpaulsnyc


Virtch Church on the St. Paul's
Website

Virtch Church on YouTube Virtch Church on Facebook

Our services, along with the readings and hymns for weekends, can be found
on our SPA app - you can download it by scanning the relevant QR code
above! Our app also has an online "copy" you can access through your
phone's browser in case you have difficult accessing it. Find it at
https://stpaulny.web4uapps.com.
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