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The Pastor's Column
St. Anthony, Pray for Us!

Many evenings I venture into the Church. In the stillness, it is a beautiful sight
to behold. I am captivated by all the candles lit in the Church. I think of all the
prayers of the parish being lifted up through the intercession of the Blessed



Mother and all the many saints represented in the art and statuary at St.
Paul’s. Prayers for departed loved ones, the sick, the lonely. Prayers for help,
for money, for jobs, for housing. Prayers for a new relationship or for one that
is falling apart. The list is endless. We are truly a house of prayer and I believe
the Saints are listening to them all, helping us through the adversities of life.

I knew this for sure last Sunday night as firefighters were doing everything they
could to contain the fire in the south tower while trying to save the statue of St.
Anthony of Padua that had caught on fire most likely by a votive candle placed
at his feet. He was watching over us all. Matter of fact, when I discovered the
fire, most of the flames and smoke were emanating from inside the wood
carved statue. While the exterior was damaged, it did not ignite, allowing
enough time for help to come. Let us thank St. Anthony and all the angels and
saints for their timely help and intercession and the FDNY!

As of this writing, Servpro, the archdiocesan approved vendor, is working on
remediating the fire and water damage to the south tower vestibule and the
Paulist Fathers crypt located underneath. A lot of water was needed to cool the
marble floors and wall, and some of that water made its way to the lower level.
Clean up also includes the restoration of artwork in the tower and repainting of
the area. St. Jude - who ironically already has a flame on the top of his head -
is being tended to. St. Anthony of Padua is in the burn unit awaiting the care of
artist and Paulist Father Frank Sabatté who seeks to restore the statue. When
the statues are ready, for safety, I propose we relocate them near the large
crucifix next to the Sacred Heart altar and no longer use the south tower for
veneration of the saints.

As has been our policy, I remind you that any unapproved votive candle
brought to St. Pauls will be extinguished and any candle not placed in a candle
stand will be immediately relocated.

Apart from a $2,500 deductible, the fire damage will be covered by our property
insurance. An initial estimate is that the damage will be more than $100,000.
So you know, our property insurance premium is $512,000 annually, about 1/6
of our operating budget, and is second only to St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Given
those statistics, the response of Catholic Mutual, our insurance carrier, was
swift! As I always say, operating a Midtown Parish is a bad business plan, but a
priceless spiritual necessity. It’s so expensive to do anything here and often
those of us who do the day to day administration light candles when cash flow
is upside down. Somehow God finds a way, and we are thankful for all your
financial support that keep things running.

This incident is a reminder of what a treasure our church home is and our
collective desire as a community to protect it. This is precisely why we have
initiated a Parish Capital Campaign entitled Inspiring Hope, Building Legacy   .
Even before the fire, we have identified at least $11 million dollars of need that
includes known capital needs of our 140-year-old landmarked Church and 25-
year-old Parish Center as well as the replenishment of our depleted
endowment fund, which assists us in carrying out our spiritual mission.

Thanks be to God, the initial response to this campaign has been very
encouraging, and I trust all of us when called upon will do our part as members
of the Body of Christ to make this campaign a success. Pray to St. Anthony
asking him to help us “find” the resources we need so that the doors of this



Church always remain open, welcoming everyone, especially those who come
to Mass or to visit and light a candle, calling on help from heaven. As we have
just experienced, our prayers are heard and answered!

I’ll keep you posted on the progress of repairs and clean up as we go forward.
Special thanks for your many expressions of concern and care for the Church.
They are a healing balm!

God bless,

Fr. Eric Andrews, CSP
Pastor, St. Paul the Apostle
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Get Tickets Here

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sacred-voices-concert-at-st-paul-the-apostle-church-manhattan-tickets-1321193839339?aff=odcleoeventsincollection


Hear More From the Sistine Chapel Choir

https://www.youtube.com/@fondazionecardinalebartolucci/videos






We did a Marvelous Thing.     Together as a parish community, we've raised
enough money to completely sponsor thirteen Music Ministers' Pilgrimages to
Italy. We cannot thank you enough for the overwhelming support you've shown
our Ministry, and hope that you enjoyed Monday night's concert as much as we
did!

If you missed the concert and would like to receive a full recording of the
evening, all you have to do is make a donation to our Pilgrimage Fundraiser on
Zeffy! Anyone who makes a donation via Zeffy will receive a link to the           
recorded performance of our spring concert, Marvelous Things. The suggested
donation is $25+.

We are so close to reaching our fundraising goal, and are deeply grateful for   
anything that you have to give.      As Fr. Eric shared on Monday evening, we

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/fundraising/music-at-st-pauls-jubilee-pilgrimage-to-italy
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/fundraising/music-at-st-pauls-jubilee-pilgrimage-to-italy
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/fundraising/music-at-st-pauls-jubilee-pilgrimage-to-italy


have an extremely generous matching donor, who will match up to $10,000 as
we finish up our post-concert fundraising. So please know that anything you    
have to give this week will go even further!

All donations are 100% tax-deductible, and support the ongoing growth of our
Music Ministry. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!



Make a Gift to St. Paul's

You may be away for the summer, but our bills aren't going anywhere! Help us
keep the air conditioning running and our ministries flourishing by showing your
support to St. Paul's.

Your support is the primary way that we can continue to serve the people of of
our parish - we've put some information below about how you can give back if
you are able to. Please remember that you can have your donations go directly
to the ministry of your choice!

To donate online go to stpaultheapostle.org and click on "Make a Donation" in
the top right corner. Please remember that you can have your donations go
directly to the ministry of your choice!

Or with the Faith Direct Text-TO-GIVE platform, you can text a donation to
make a quick gift to help support The Church of St. Paul the Apostle.

Just text NY539 to the number (646) 859-1860 to enroll.

http://www.stpaultheapostle.org/donate


You can also find us on Venmo. Just scan the QR code above, or search for
@stpaulsnyc to donate now!

Parish Donations

Holy Humor

https://account.venmo.com/u/stpaulsnyc


See More

Prayer Requests

https://stpaultheapostle.org/holy-humor/


Grant eternal rest   to Stephani Joy Katechis, Emilia Hernandez Pabon, Dr.
Robert K. Eschenauer, Liza Monette David, Robert Nilles, Sr. Angela
Stodolski, S.C., Olivia Besteiro , Thomas R. Hessel, Nicholas P. O'Neill, and
Marian A Milne.

Grant health and healing    to Paula Ryan, Maureen Belsito, Luke Janke, Dee
Tomeo, Valerie Bosco, Tony Micakaj, Liza David, Paul Schmittner, Rev.
Ronald Yarrosh , Jayne Boccuzzi, Donnie Strickland, Michael Conner, and
Rudy Alamia.

Grant peace and well-being to Marcine Stephenson, Tessa Grace, Mariana de
los Angeles Sevcek, Marcine Stephenson , Antoinette Cinturati, Patrick
Brennan, Leonardo Canas, Keon Whyte, and Baby Elias.

Have someone you would like our parish to pray for? You can submit prayer
requests through our online form below. The names in your intentions will be
shared with the parish here and will remain in our virtual newsletter one month
after submission.

Click the button below to fill out our prayer request form:

Submit Your Prayer
Requests

Mass Intentions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZB6tgE_v5pWaKy5XuG5soajC-5UFEAQzTdSbcxzyaJdhCZw/viewform


Parish Information

Church Hours

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday - Friday
7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Wednesday
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Saturday
8:30 AM - 6:30 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 6:30 PM

Mass Schedule

Daily Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

7:30 AM and 12:10 PM
Wednesday

7:30 AM, 12:10 PM, and 6:30 PM
Saturday
8:30AM

Sunday Mass
Saturday

5:00 PM (Vigil)



Sunday
8:00 AM - Mass Without Music

10:00 AM - Mass With St. Paul's Choir
12:30 PM - Misa con Coro en Español
5:00 PM - Mass With Inspirit Ensemble



Virtch Church on the St. Paul's
Website

Virtch Church on YouTube Virtch Church on Facebook

Our services, along with the readings and hymns for weekends, can be found
on our SPA app - you can download it by scanning the relevant QR code
above! Our app also has an online "copy" you can access through your
phone's browser in case you have difficult accessing it. Find it at
https://stpaulny.web4uapps.com.
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