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Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

The (Associate) Pastor's Column

The Real Challenge of the Trinity

In Catholic grade school, my teachers used the three-leaf clover to help us
understand the idea of three persons in one God. Unpacking the Trinity,
especially as an intellectual exercise, continued in my Catholic education
through high school, all the way to seminary where we learned the rich
theological tradition that surrounds this central teaching of our faith which we
celebrate this Trinity Sunday. 

Here’s the conception of the Trinity I’m most drawn to. God is love (I suspect
we all agree on this, but in case it helps, see 1 John 4:8). Love always requires
the interaction between a lover and one who is loved (the beloved). This
means that somehow, within the one God, there must be a lover, a beloved,
and the love between them. In the Trinity, we find these roles fulfilled. God the
Father is the lover, Jesus Christ the Son is the beloved, and the Holy Spirit is
the love between them. God is a relationship of love. Or, as G.K. Chesterton
once put it, the Trinity is really just a “fancier way of saying that God is love.”
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Now, the Church also teaches that the Trinity is a mystery. In fact, it is “the
central mystery of Christian faith.” (Catechism no.234) THE central mystery! As
a mystery, an article of FAITH, there is a limit to what we can and are meant to
understand about the Trinity. Sometimes we can forget this, turning the Trinity
into mostly that intellectual exercise. But this misses its deeper significance.
The real challenge the Trinity presents is not understanding it, but rather living
it.

If we are made in God’s image, we are meant to reflect God and thus reflect
that relationship of love. Living the Trinity means we are always challenging
ourselves to share that experience of a relational God with others, especially
those most in need of relationship and belonging. Two concrete examples: one
I’ll share here, and the other on Sunday.

The more time I spend as a priest here in the city, the more aware I am of what
the U.S. Surgeon General in 2023 called our, “Epidemic of Loneliness.” Among
the most common concerns folks share with me 1:1 is feeling isolation and
loneliness, desiring deeper connection. And of course this reality is not unique
to NYC, but is found everywhere in our country.

If we are to image God who IS relationship, living the Trinity calls us to attend
to that loneliness concretely. Who in my family could use a check-in? Who in
my community, especially among those who are homebound and elderly,
would appreciate a call or visit? After Mass at St. Paul’s, who appears to be
new or looking for connection? Much as we are individuals, like God, we
should be defined by the relationality people discover through us. What can I
do to extend that experience of relationship to others, in particular for those
right around me most easily neglected?

Being ambassadors of the Trinity we profess may challenge where we place
our time and attention. But if relationship is the essence of who God is, then it
has to be the essence of who we seek to be for one another, especially for
those most in need of it. 

God bless,

Fr. Chris Lawton, CSP
Associate Pastor, St. Paul the Apostle
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Get Tickets Here

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sacred-voices-concert-at-st-paul-the-apostle-church-manhattan-tickets-1321193839339?aff=odcleoeventsincollection


Hear More From the Sistine Chapel Choir

JUNE 14TH AND 15TH: Second Collection for the
Church in Latin America and Catholic Home Mission Appeals

https://www.youtube.com/@fondazionecardinalebartolucci/videos


Learn more about how your offering supports these vital missions:
Church in Latin America

Catholic Home Mission AppealsThank you for your generous support!

https://www.usccb.org/committees/church-latin-america
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-home-missions






We did a Marvelous Thing.     Together as a parish community, we've raised
enough money to completely sponsor thirteen Music Ministers' Pilgrimages to
Italy. We cannot thank you enough for the overwhelming support you've shown
our Ministry, and hope that you enjoyed Monday night's concert as much as we
did!

If you missed the concert and would like to receive a full recording of the
evening, all you have to do is make a donation to our Pilgrimage Fundraiser on
Zeffy! Anyone who makes a donation via Zeffy will receive a link to the           
recorded performance of our spring concert, Marvelous Things. The suggested
donation is $25+.

We are so close to reaching our fundraising goal, and are deeply grateful for   
anything that you have to give.      As Fr. Eric shared on Monday evening, we
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have an extremely generous matching donor, who will match up to $10,000 as
we finish up our post-concert fundraising. So please know that anything you    
have to give this week will go even further!

All donations are 100% tax-deductible, and support the ongoing growth of our
Music Ministry. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!



Make a Gift to St. Paul's

You may be away for the summer, but our bills aren't going anywhere! Help us
keep the air conditioning running and our ministries flourishing by showing your
support to St. Paul's.

Your support is the primary way that we can continue to serve the people of of
our parish - we've put some information below about how you can give back if
you are able to. Please remember that you can have your donations go directly
to the ministry of your choice!

To donate online go to stpaultheapostle.org and click on "Make a Donation" in
the top right corner. Please remember that you can have your donations go
directly to the ministry of your choice!

Or with the Faith Direct Text-TO-GIVE platform, you can text a donation to
make a quick gift to help support The Church of St. Paul the Apostle.

Just text NY539 to the number (646) 859-1860 to enroll.

http://www.stpaultheapostle.org/donate


You can also find us on Venmo. Just scan the QR code above, or search for
@stpaulsnyc to donate now!

Parish Donations

Holy Humor

https://account.venmo.com/u/stpaulsnyc


See More

Prayer Requests

https://stpaultheapostle.org/holy-humor/


Grant eternal rest to Jonathan Gagne, Eileen Schreiber, John Annoreno, Bro.
Gary Eck, S.M., Giuseppe Ciavarella, Rev. Msgr. Michael Crimmins, Sabrina
Clauss-Ehlers, John Freitas, Zdenko Dujmovic, Therese Anne Walles,
Stephanie Katechis, Robert K. Echenauer, Stephani Joy Katechis, Emilia
Hernandez Pabon, and Dr. Robert K. Eschenauer.

Grant health or healing to Neal Hitzig, Isha Clarke, Robbin Kemp, Christine
Becker, Tiffani Nelson, Liliana Rohrer, Denise Abady , Don Belsito, April
McDonald, Daniel Wilson, Rev. John Krivak, Jewel Amond, Luke Nedza,
Christopher Henderson, Nick Burriesci, Margaret Pietsch, Julia Horan, Dr.
Adria Gallup-Black, Barbara Abady, Maureen Moriarty, Daniel and Linda
Wilson, Maureen Belsito, Luke Janke, Dee Tomeo , Valerie Bosco, Tony
Micakaj, Luke Janke, and Liza David

Grant peace and well-being    to Keon Whyte, Rev. Samuel Perrins, Karolina
Jiménez , Kyle Frank, Rick Frank, Bridget Frank, Marcine Stephenson ,
Antoinette Cinturati, Patrick Brennan, Leonardo Canas, Baby Elias, and
Mariana de los Angeles Sevcek. 

Have someone you would like our parish to pray for? You can submit prayer
requests through our online form below. The names in your intentions will be
shared with the parish here and will remain in our virtual newsletter one month
after submission.

Click the button below to fill out our prayer request form:

Submit Your Prayer
Requests

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZB6tgE_v5pWaKy5XuG5soajC-5UFEAQzTdSbcxzyaJdhCZw/viewform


Mass Intentions

Parish Information

Church Hours

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday - Friday
7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Wednesday
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Saturday
8:30 AM - 6:30 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 6:30 PM

Mass Schedule

Daily Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

7:30 AM and 12:10 PM
Wednesday

7:30 AM, 12:10 PM, and 6:30 PM
Saturday
8:30AM



Sunday Mass
Saturday

5:00 PM (Vigil)
Sunday

8:00 AM - Mass Without Music
10:00 AM - Mass With St. Paul's Choir
12:30 PM - Misa con Coro en Español
5:00 PM - Mass With Inspirit Ensemble



Virtch Church on the St. Paul's
Website

Virtch Church on YouTube Virtch Church on Facebook

Our services, along with the readings and hymns for weekends, can be found
on our SPA app - you can download it by scanning the relevant QR code
above! Our app also has an online "copy" you can access through your
phone's browser in case you have difficult accessing it. Find it at
https://stpaulny.web4uapps.com.
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