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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

The (Associate) Pastor's Column

Where I grew up, summer is singular. In a region just west of Milwaukee we
call the “lake country,” summer is the time locals and visitors get out to enjoy
the plethora of fresh water lakes and surrounding natural beauty. In light of our
long Wisconsin winters, the three months of semi-reliable summer weather are
something to treasure. For my family, summer meant lots of relatives and
friends coming out to the lake. And we loved it. We continue that tradition as
adults, with us kids sneaking home to my parents place when able for a taste
of the lake life we were raised on.

Summer is also special in the spiritual themes it can inspire. This week, amidst
the height of summer, I wanted to share a few of those that are close to my
own heart:
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WASTE SOME TIME
I’ll never forget a homily one of my Paulist brothers gave years ago, just before
he knew many parishioners would be leaving for vacation. “Go waste some
time with the people you love,” he said. His point was that something special
happens when we create unstructured time with the people most important to
us. Isn’t this the time when some of the most rejuvenating experiences
happen? A great dinner on the patio, laughs that feel medicinal, a long catch-
up with a loved one, to name a few. In this weekend’s Gospel featuring the
sisters Mary and Martha, Jesus will affirm Mary who lives this theme well,
sitting with her dear friend Jesus with her only agenda being Him. We can
benefit from the same.

BE THE SMALLER PERSON
Earlier this summer I had the chance to vacation in Hawaii with some brother
Paulists. One of the most powerful experiences of the trip was the view flying
over the islands and standing on hilltops looking out on the Pacific. The
grandeur of the natural beauty was a spiritual experience. A member of our
parish community, reflecting on his experience of the same region, said it best,
“I love being there. It makes me feel so small.” Feeling how small we are in the
vastness of creation leaves us with that feeling of humility before God. Such a
setting engenders wonder and awe. As author Anne Lamont says, one of the
most beautiful prayers of our lives is simply, “Wow!” And we don’t need to be in
Hawaii to experience it. Any experience of nature can afford the same. We
benefit from becoming a “smaller” person, even for a bit.

BREAK THE MOLD
Summer is a great time to break the mold of our prayer life, especially if we’re
feeling spiritually stale and in need of inspiration. How might we do this? A host
of ways. We can add to our summer reading list some spiritual reading that can
enliven our prayer. Our church bookstore and Paulist Press offer many
resources. We might also consider trying on a new form of prayer. I’ve never
been much of a journal user, but this summer I’m giving it a shot. If you’re stay-
cationing in the city, some quiet in our church during the week or attendance at
daily Mass is always a great way to find renewal. Breaking the prayer mold
when needed leaves room for that same Spirit to do something new.

This weekend Fr. Eric, a long-time friend of my family from his days as
President of the Paulist Fathers, will join me in Wisconsin for a summer
reunion weekend. Thanks to Fr. Paul and Fr. Evan for holding down the fort. 

Wishing you a blessed and Spirit-filled summer,

Fr. Chris Lawton, CSP
Associate Pastor, Church of St. Paul the Apostle



Upcoming Events













Together as a parish community, we've raised enough money to completely
sponsor thirteen Music Ministers' Pilgrimages to Italy. We cannot thank you
enough for the overwhelming support you've shown our Ministry!

We are so close to reaching our fundraising goal, and are deeply grateful for   
anything that you have to give.      All donations are 100% tax-deductible, and
support the ongoing growth of our Music Ministry. Thank you from the bottom
of our hearts!

Support Our Pilgrimage

https://stpaultheapostle.org/music/2025-pilgrimage/


Scenes From the Week



The community made a great showing at this month's Welcome Weekend to
send off Seminarian James!

The Hispanic community threw an awesome party in the Parish Center after
the 12:30 PM mass!



As always, a huge thanks to the folks from our chapter of St. Vincent de Paul
who hosted and served at the Welcome Weekend table!

Parish Donations



Holy Humor

See More

Prayer Requests

https://stpaultheapostle.org/holy-humor/


Grant eternal rest   to Stephani Joy Katechis, Emilia Hernandez Pabon, Dr.
Robert K. Eschenauer, Liza Monette David, Robert Nilles, Sr. Angela
Stodolski, S.C., Olivia Besteiro , Thomas R. Hessel, Nicholas P. O'Neill, and
Marian A Milne.

Grant health and healing    to Paula Ryan, Maureen Belsito, Luke Janke, Dee
Tomeo, Valerie Bosco, Tony Micakaj, Liza David, Paul Schmittner, Rev.
Ronald Yarrosh , Jayne Boccuzzi, Donnie Strickland, Michael Conner, Rudy
Alamia, Kathryn Sanders, Christopher Henderson , Lucy Gbile, Francela
Lopez, Denise Abady, Albert Besteiro, Shay Gavin, Daniel, Linda and Nathan
Wilson

Grant peace and well-being to Marcine Stephenson, Tessa Grace, Mariana de
los Angeles Sevcek, Marcine Stephenson , Antoinette Cinturati, Patrick
Brennan, Leonardo Canas, Keon Whyte, Marguerite Zohni, Neil Sussman, and
Baby Elias.

Have someone you would like our parish to pray for? You can submit prayer
requests through our online form below. The names in your intentions will be
shared with the parish here and will remain in our virtual newsletter one month
after submission.

Click the button below to fill out our prayer request form:

Submit Your Prayer
Requests

Mass Intentions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZB6tgE_v5pWaKy5XuG5soajC-5UFEAQzTdSbcxzyaJdhCZw/viewform


Parish Information

Church Hours

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday - Friday
7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Wednesday
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Saturday
8:30 AM - 6:30 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 6:30 PM

Mass Schedule

Daily Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

7:30 AM and 12:10 PM
Wednesday

7:30 AM, 12:10 PM, and 6:30 PM
Saturday
8:30AM

Sunday Mass
Saturday



5:00 PM (Vigil)
Sunday

8:00 AM - Mass Without Music
10:00 AM - Mass With St. Paul's Choir
12:30 PM - Misa con Coro en Español
5:00 PM - Mass With Inspirit Ensemble

Make a Gift to St. Paul's

You may be away for the summer, but our bills aren't going anywhere! Help us
keep the air conditioning running and our ministries flourishing by showing your
support to St. Paul's.

Your support is the primary way that we can continue to serve the people of of
our parish - we've put some information below about how you can give back if
you are able to. Please remember that you can have your donations go directly
to the ministry of your choice!

To donate online go to stpaultheapostle.org and click on "Make a Donation" in
the top right corner. Please remember that you can have your donations go
directly to the ministry of your choice!

Or with the Faith Direct Text-TO-GIVE platform, you can text a donation to
make a quick gift to help support The Church of St. Paul the Apostle.

Just text NY539 to the number (646) 859-1860 to enroll.

http://www.stpaultheapostle.org/donate


You can also find us on Venmo. Just scan the QR code above, or search for
@stpaulsnyc to donate now!

https://account.venmo.com/u/stpaulsnyc


Virtch Church on the St. Paul's
Website

Virtch Church on YouTube Virtch Church on Facebook

Our services, along with the readings and hymns for weekends, can be found
on our SPA app - you can download it by scanning the relevant QR code
above! Our app also has an online "copy" you can access through your
phone's browser in case you have difficult accessing it. Find it at
https://stpaulny.web4uapps.com.
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