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Beyond Scrutiny?Beyond Scrutiny?

The next three Sundays, our Elect (those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil) will
deepen their Lenten preparations for entrance into the Christian Church by
being subjected to three scrutinies. Scrutinies, you say! That sounds a bit
intense and invasive. Very medieval. Actually, this process of praying with and
for the elect goes back to the 3rd century.

From the OCIA ritual we read: “The scrutinies, which are solemnly celebrated
on Sundays and are reinforced by exorcism, are rites for self-searching and
repentance and have above all a spiritual purpose. The scrutinies are meant to
uncover, and then heal all that is weak, defective, or sinful in the hearts of the
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elect; to bring out, then strengthen all that is upright, strong, and good. For the
scrutinies are celebrated in order to deliver the elect from the power of sin and
Satan, to protect them against temptation, and to give them strength in Christ,
who is the way, the truth, and the life. These rites, therefore, should complete
the conversion of the elect and deepen their resolve to hold fast to Christ and
to carry out their decision to love God above all. [141]

As we learned in catechism class, Baptism washes away all sin and welcomes
one into the Christian community. The elect do not celebrate the rite of
penance before the Easter Vigil. Yet, baptism is not magic. Like all sacraments
we must prepare our heart, mind, and soul to be open to receive the grace
given in them, and then, to live it! Even in the rite of baptism of infants, there is
a prayer of exorcism to free the baby of sin. For those of us who are baptized,
we accompany our Elect praying that they are open to God’s love for them. As
we pray for them, we also ask ourselves: where do I need healing and
forgiveness in my life? What is upright and good in me that needs to be
strengthened?

I encourage all of us baptized to use this Lenten time to scrutinize our lives, in
a loving and balanced manner, and consider celebrating the Sacrament of
Penance before Easter. In a direct way, the sacrament frees us of sin and
restores us to that state which we enjoyed at our own baptism. It will make the
celebration of Easter even more sweet, and we will truly be in solidarity with
those being baptized!

Reconciliation Monday is April 14. Confessions will be heard at all churches in
New York City from 2-4pm; 6-9pm. By way of reminder, our scheduled
confessions are Saturdays 4-4:45; Tuesday and Thursdays following the
12:10pm Mass. Insider tip:Insider tip: my go-to confession spot is St. Francis of Assisi
parish located at 135 West 31st Street right near Penn Station. They hear
confessions DAILY from 8:00 am-9:00am, 11am-Noon, 4:30pm-5:30pm; and
on Saturdays from 10am-11am. They may be kinder than the Paulist Fathers!
For those looking for something more “traditional” St. Patrick’s Cathedral offers
confession daily following the 8am Mass and 12 Noon- 12:45pm; and on
Saturdays from 12 Noon-12:45pm and 4:30pm-5:30pm. That’s the great thing
about living in NYC… options are an easy walk or train/bus ride away!

Finally, I invite you all to pray for by name the 19 individuals to be scrutinizedI invite you all to pray for by name the 19 individuals to be scrutinized
who will be baptized this Easter Vigil and the 13 people who seek full
communion with the Catholic Church who we prayed for last Sunday evening
by visiting the Annunciation Side Altar. There you will find a prayer and the
names of all who will be joining us.

While none of us are above God’s scrutiny, thankfully, He is merciful and
invites us as a community of faith to walk more intensely with Him this Lent, so
we might strengthen each other by our mutual love and concern. We can’t go it
alone! May our parish retreat time this weekend advance us on the way to the
Kingdom of God on earth and ultimately in heaven.

Continued Lenten Blessings!

God bless,



Fr. Eric Andrews, CSP
Pastor, St. Paul the Apostle

The Sacred Season of LentThe Sacred Season of Lent



REMINDER: Parish Retreat Meeting This Friday & SaturdayREMINDER: Parish Retreat Meeting This Friday & Saturday

Thanks to everyone who has signed up for this weekend's parish Lenten
retreat, "Anchor Your Hope in Christ"! As a reminder, here is what we have to
look forward to in the coming weekend:

Friday, March 21stFriday, March 21st
Bi-Lingual Stations of the Cross at 6:00 PM (led by the Apostolist Young
Adult Ministry)
Lenten Fish Fry in the Auditorium at 7:00 PM

Saturday, March 22ndSaturday, March 22nd

Saturday morning Mass at 8:30 AM followed by light refreshments
Retreat activities in the Auditorium from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM.

If you are financially able to support the cost of putting on this year's retreat, aIf you are financially able to support the cost of putting on this year's retreat, a
donation of $20 per person is kindly suggested. donation of $20 per person is kindly suggested. We look forward to praying
with you this weekend!



We are excited to announce the premiere of a new video podcast series fromWe are excited to announce the premiere of a new video podcast series from
St. Paul's entitled St. Paul's entitled Practicing CatholicPracticing Catholic in which Jack Schneider sits down with a



priest or layperson from St. Paul's to discuss a topic at the heart of our faith.
New episodes will premiere every Wednesday on our FacebookFacebook and YouTubeYouTube
channels. In the lead-up to Easter, every episode will explore a different facet
of our Lenten devotions to help us prepare our hearts and answer your
pressing questions.

Watch the third episode of Practicing Catholic with Associate Pastor Fr. Paul
Rospond, CSP on fasting by clicking the link above!

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
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MEET THE AUTHOR: Bob Bordone on MEET THE AUTHOR: Bob Bordone on Conflict ResilienceConflict Resilience
Sunday, April 6th at 6:30 PM in the Parish Center

RSVP HereRSVP Here

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTbRBvx1gW4nKRw8mBfb1rKkytLAqwxP2ZcIC1MYN7T-Qyrw/viewform?usp=sharing










MARCH 30TH: Second Collection for Catholic Relief ServicesMARCH 30TH: Second Collection for Catholic Relief Services



Learn MoreLearn More





Learn MoreLearn More

https://stpaultheapostle.org/music/2025-pilgrimage/




Parish DonationsParish Donations



Holy HumorHoly Humor

See MoreSee More

Prayer RequestsPrayer Requests

https://stpaultheapostle.org/holy-humor/


Grant eternal restGrant eternal rest to Grace Blandina and Francis Xavier C. Mukolwe, Maria
Eugenia Aguilar Ortiz, Richard Schneider, Patrick J Donaghy, Novella Harris,
Francisca and Abelardo Rodríguez, Gladys Salazar, Olga Maluf and Christian
Maluf, Cristina Concepcion, Elisa and Emilio Khoury, Lynne Burke and Harold
Gibson, Elizabeth Vecchione, Linda Hudson, Mary and Walter Howe, Frances
and Bill Reil, Margaret and Leo Ryan, Margaret and James Gleason, Mary
Messmer, Elizabeth Vecchione, Loretta Franco DiPinto, Frances Rice, Eileen
Kent, Jonathan Gagne, Eileen Schreiber, and John Annoreno.

Grant health or healingGrant health or healing to Cian Dankin, Insook Kim, James Unger, Eileen
Volpicella, Christopher Henderson, Maureen Moriarty, Linda Hudson, Margaret
Raimo, Margaret Lawson, Priyal Patel, Judy Britt, Me Samuel Beltran
Arredondo, Maureen Belsito, Joyce Calcagnini, Donald Calcagnini, Rafael
Antonio Gayoso, Neal Hitzig, Isha Clarke, Robbin Kemp, Christine Becker,
Tiffani Nelson, Liliana Rohrer, Joseph Dinardo, Denise Abady, and Don
Belsito.

Grant peace and well-beingGrant peace and well-being to Lisa Whitehead, Joanna Daniels, Rose Unger,
Anna-Celia Sierra, Kennette Alcayde, Ivette Jacobo Ramirez, Keon Whyte, and
Samantha Hughes.

Have someone you would like our parish to pray for? You can submit prayer
requests through our online form below. The names in your intentions will be
shared with the parish here and will remain in our virtual newsletter one month
after submission.

Click the button below to fill out our prayer request form:

Submit Your PrayerSubmit Your Prayer

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZB6tgE_v5pWaKy5XuG5soajC-5UFEAQzTdSbcxzyaJdhCZw/viewform


RequestsRequests

Mass IntentionsMass Intentions

Parish InformationParish Information

Church HoursChurch Hours

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday - Friday
7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Wednesday
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Saturday
8:30 AM - 6:30 PM

Sunday
7:00 AM - 6:30 PM

Mass ScheduleMass Schedule

Daily MassDaily Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

7:30 AM and 12:10 PM



Wednesday
7:30 AM, 12:10 PM, and 6:30 PM

Saturday
8:30AM

Sunday MassSunday Mass
Saturday

5:00 PM (Vigil)
Sunday

8:00 AM - Mass Without Music
10:00 AM - Mass With St. Paul's Choir
12:30 PM - Misa con Coro en Español
5:00 PM - Mass With Inspirit Ensemble



Virtch Church on the St. Paul'sVirtch Church on the St. Paul's

WebsiteWebsite

Virtch Church on YouTubeVirtch Church on YouTube Virtch Church on FacebookVirtch Church on Facebook

Our services, along with the readings and hymns for weekends, can be found
on our SPA app - you can download it by scanning the relevant QR code
above! Our app also has an online "copy" you can access through your
phone's browser in case you have difficult accessing it. Find it at
https://stpaulny.web4uapps.com.

https://stpaultheapostle.org/about/watchmass/
https://www.youtube.com/@ChurchofStPaultheApostleNYC
https://www.facebook.com/ColumbusAve.at.W.60th
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Make a Gift to St. Paul'sMake a Gift to St. Paul's
Your support is the primary way that we can continue to serve the people of St.
Paul's - we've put some information below about how you can give back if youwe've put some information below about how you can give back if you
are able to.are able to.  Please remember that you can have your donations go directly to
the ministry of your choice!

To donate online go to stpaultheapostle.org and click on "Make a Donation" in
the top right corner. Please remember that you can have your donations go
directly to the ministry of your choice!

Or with the Faith Direct Text-TO-GIVE platform, you can text a donation to
make a quick gift to help support The Church of St. Paul the Apostle.

Just text NY539 NY539 to the number (646) 859-1860  (646) 859-1860 to enroll.

You can also find us on Venmo. Just scan the QR code above, or search for
@stpaulsnyc to donate now!

The Church of Saint Paul the Apostle | 405 West 59 Street | New York, NY 10019 US
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